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This is one of a series of 38 articles which should to be read in conjunction with each other.  Look at ‘Setting the 
Scene’, in Small Print on the left of the homepage, for a list of all these articles and explanations of some 
concepts being used.   Also see ‘Overview of Donald’s life’ for summaries of each of the notes. 
 
Our notes which are most relevant to these present notes are ‘Maclean chiefs of Duart’ 
 

 
Photo from the BRB, p23 

 
Summary   

 
This impressive structure overlooking the Sound of Mull, is the seat of the McLean Clan worldwide.  It came into 
Maclean hands in 1350 but the McLeans lost control of it to the Campbells in 1674.  It became a ruin.  In 1910 it 
was purchased by Sir Fitzroy Maclean, 26th Chief, who restored and modernized it.  It is now the home of the 
current Chief, Sir Lachlan Hector Charles MacLean, the 28th Chief. 
 
The castle is not as directly connected to our McLeans as Ardgour House.  Our ancestor, Donald McLean of the 
Ardgour line, never went there and the connections with the Duart line are tenuous.  But this description of the 
castle has been included in this series because of its significance to the Clan Maclean as a whole. 
 

Location 

• “Duart Castle is in a position of immense strength.  It stands on a rocky headland immediately above 
Duart Point on the east coast of Mull.  The site is one of the most important in the whole of the western 
seaboard, for it lies at the intersection of three major waterways: the Sound of Mull, Loch Linnhe and 
the Firth of Lorn.  It also overlooks Loch Etive, and is line of sight with the neighbouring castles of 
Dunstaffnage, Dunollie, Achadun and Ardtornish” (Maclean-Bristol p 23).  

 
 

History 
• 1350:  Lachlan Lubanach Maclean married Mary, daughter of John of Islay, Lord of the Isles and Duart 

was part of her dowry (ref: Wikipedia).  Lachlan Lubanach Maclean was the 5th Chief of Clan MacLean 
and became the 1st of Duart.   

http://www.christinaanddonaldmclean.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lachlan_Lubanach_Maclean_of_Duart
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_of_Islay,_Lord_of_the_Isles
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• Lachlan built the Keep and the north-west section (Clan MacLean website).   

• It was repaired and enlarged by Hector Mor Maclean, who was Lord of Duart until 1568. (Electric 
Scotland) 

• Other wings were added in the 16th and 17th centuries.  (ref: Clan MacLean website) 

• 1647:  Duart Castle was attacked and laid siege by the Argyll government troops of Clan Campbell, but 
they were defeated and driven off by the Royalist troops of Clan MacLean. 

• 1653:  A Cromwellian task force of six ships anchored off the castle, but the Macleans had already fled 
to Tiree. A storm blew up on the 13 September and three ships were lost, including HMS Swan. 

• Loss to the Campbells (several different accounts):- 

 “In 1678, Archibald Campbell, 9th Earl of Argyll, son of the Marquess of Argyll, successfully 
invaded the Clan MacLean lands on the Isle of Mull and Sir John Maclean, 4th Baronet fled the 
castle and withdrew to Cairnbulg Castle, and afterward to Kintail under the protection of 
the Earl of Seaforth” (Wikipedia).  

 “The MacLeans, not yet recovered from the disastrous effects of the battle of Inverkeithing, 
were upon this occasion illy prepared to resist the invasion of such a force. The Campbells 
landed in Mull in three different places, without opposition, the inhabitants contenting 
themselves with removing into the mountains and fastnesses of the island for protection, with 
their cattle. The young chief, to shield him from personal harm, was sent to the castle 
of Cairnbulg, and afterward to Kintail under the care of the Earl of Seaforth” (JP McLean). 

 In 1691 John MacLean surrendered Duart Castle to Archibald Campbell, 1st Duke of Argyll. 
(Wikipedia)  Sir John Maclean was 20th Chief of Clan MacLean, the 16th Laird of Duart) 

 The Clan McLean website does not acknowledge a ‘successful invasion’, ‘fleeing’ or 
‘surrendering’ but rather, that they lost the castle and lands to pay off family debts. 

• The Campbell clan demolished the castle, and the stones from the walls were scattered. Donald 
Maclean, 5th Laird of Torloisk used some of the stones to build a cottage for his family close to the site 
of the castle.  

• 1751:  By the mid 1700s the remains of the castle were abandoned. (Wikipedia) 

• 1801:  Descendants of Archibald Campbell, 1st Duke of Argyll sold the castle, to MacQuarrie, who then 
sold it to Carter-Campbell of Possil who kept it as a ruin within the grounds of his own estate to the 
north, Torosay Castle.  

• 1865:  The Torosay Estate, which now included the ruins of Castle Duart were sold to A C Guthrie 
(Wikipedia).  

• 1911:   The ruin was separated from the rest of the Torosay Estate and was bought by Sir Fitzroy Donald 
Maclean on 11 September 1911. Sir Fitzroy was the 26th Chief of the Clan MacLean.  When in his early 
teens, Fitzroy had been taken by his father to see the ruins of Duart Castle, burnt to the ground two 
centuries before.  He made a vow then to restore it to its former glory.  

• 1912:  The vow was redeemed in 1912, when the yellow banner of the Chief of the Clan once more 
floated over the castle walls amid the rejoicings of the chieftains and clansmen from all parts of the 
world (The Times, 23rd Nov 1911). 

• Restoration has progressed in stages over the past century.  

• Clan reunions have been held at the castle in 1912 and xxx and 2017. 
 

..ooOOoo.. 

 
Architecture 

• “It consists of a strong curtain wall as well as a substantial tower or keep that was added in about 
1390.   There are also later ranges that were built within the courtyard” (Wikipedia). 

• “Originally the castle consisted of a single tower, composed of three stories about fifty feet in height.  
The tower, or older part corresponds to the architecture of the thirteenth century.  Its walls on two sides 
are fourteen feet thick, and the other sides ten, the interior being forty-four by twenty-two feet.  The 
stairway, still entire, winds up through the wall which separates it from the center square or courtyard.  
In the wall, along the course of the stair, are crenelles opening into the outer court or square.  The tiers, 
or stories, or apartments were supported by beams resting of the corbels.  The windows are deep 
recesses, forming acute angles towards the entrance of the light, and on either side of the window is a 
long flat stone, resting upon the rubble work, raised to the height of the seat of an ordinary chair.  The 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clan_Campbell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clan_MacLean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiree
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_Swan_(1641)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archibald_Campbell,_9th_Earl_of_Argyll
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marquess_of_Argyll
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isle_of_Mull
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_John_Maclean,_4th_Baronet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cairnbulg_Castle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kintail
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earl_of_Seaforth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cairnbulg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kintail
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earl_of_Seaforth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archibald_Campbell,_1st_Duke_of_Argyll
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_John_Maclean,_4th_Baronet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donald_Maclean,_5th_Laird_of_Torloisk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donald_Maclean,_5th_Laird_of_Torloisk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archibald_Campbell,_1st_Duke_of_Argyll
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carter-Campbell_of_Possil
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=A._C._Guthrie&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_Fitzroy_Donald_Maclean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_Fitzroy_Donald_Maclean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clan_MacLean
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windows on the ground floor have the deep rounded arched recesses.  The top of the wall had a 
battlement and crenelated parapet, and there are indications of corbelled bartizans at the angles.  The 
doorway faced the east, at the northern wall, and was strengthened by a sliding bar” (JP MacLean 
Renaissance p29).   

• Architect Dr John J Burnett, who was in charge of the restoration of the castle in 1912 stated, “The area 
of the ground covered by the Castle is 11,450 sq ft.  The Castle Buildings consist of a Keep, measuring 
43 feet long by 21 feet 6 inches wide inside, the walls of which are 13 feet 6 inches thick on the East, 
and vary from 8 feet 6 inches to 10 feet 6 inches on the other sides; and secondly, a Courtyard, measuring 
54 feet by 43 feet, entered from the South West, through a wall 5 feet thick, by about 22 feet high, by a 
gateway 5 feet 6 inches wide, which has a slit for a port-cullis.  Excavations revealed a flight of steps, 23 
feet long, leading up to a gateway from the slope in front of the castle.  On the East side of this Courtyard 
there is an addition built (probably, in the middle of the 16th century) measuring 52 feet 6 inches long 
by 19 feet wide inside.  On the North side there is another addition in 1663 by Sir Allan MacLean, 
measuring 47 feet long by 15 feet 6 inches wide inside.   When the Castle is finished, the Keep will consist 
of four floors, and its roof will be 61 feet high from the Courtyard.  The Great Hall or Drawing Room on 
the 1st Floor, measuring 43 feet long by 21 feet 6 inches wide, will have a wood ceiling, 15 feet 6 inches 
high, formed with heavy joists resting on stone corbels.  The roof of the East addition which contains 3 
stories, will be 38 feet 6 inches high, and of the North addition, also with 3 stories, 36 feet 3 inches” (JP 
MacLean ‘Renaissance’ p31) 

• Definitions:- 

 Keep = a fortified tower 

 Crenelle = an indentation in the battlements of a fort or castle, used for shooting or firing 
missiles through 

 Corbel = a type of bracket – a structural piece of stone, wood or metal jutting from a wall to 
support something 

 Port-cullis = a strong, heavy grating that can be lowered down grooves on each side of a 
gateway to block it. 
 

..ooOOoo.. 
 

Sources: 
 

• See ‘Library’ 

• Of most relevance is chapter ‘Dubhaid Caitseal’ (Duart Castle) in JP MacLean’s ‘Renaissance of the Clan 
MacLean’.  You can see this in the appendix at the end of this document.  The appendix has 12 pages - 
it excludes some photos and drawings.  The chapter describes the structure and history of Duart Castle, 
including some highlights of the lives of each of the chiefs who were associated with the castle.  The 
rest of the Renaissance book records the 1912 celebrations for the return of the castle to MacLean 
hands. 

 
..ooOOoo.. 
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APPENDIX A 
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